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SWETE'S SEPTUAGINT.* 



The question of an Old Testament text is, with scholars, both tantalizing and 
important ; tantalizing because of the apparent impossibility of securing within 
the present generation anything at all complete or satisfactory, important because 
so long as the text is confessedly so imperfect, critical results in many lines are 
unattainable. This is the great problem ; but one of the many sub-problems, of 
less inportance only because it is a sub-problem, is that which relates to the text 
of the Septuagint, which, as agreed by all, is the most valuable help in determining 
the Hebrew text. Before any work of much value can be done upon the latter, 
the text of the former must be settled. 

The great primary editions of the Septuagint have been 1) that of the Complu- 
tensian Polyglott (1514-1517), 2) that of the Aldine press, but a few months later, 

3) the Roman or Sixtine edition of 1587, and based on the Codex Vaticanus, and 

4) the Alexandrian, issued by the Oxford Press 1707-1720. Of secondary editions 
special value is assigned by our edition to the work of Holmes and Parsons (1798- 
1827) not for the value of its text, but for the textual notes, and to the various 
editions of Tischendorf (1850, 1856, 1860, 1869, 1875, 1880, 1887, the last two 
under Nestle). 

The present edition is a smaller or manual edition issued with as little delay 
as possible, a more complete edition being intended to follow. The former " con- 
fines itself to the variations of a few of the most important uncial codices already 
edited in letterpress or facsimile." In the latter, " it is proposed to give the va- 
riations of all the Greek uncial MSS., of select Greek cursive MSS., of the more 
important versions and of the quotations made by Philo and the earlier and more 
important ecclesiastical writers." This edition, containing the materials for a 
critical use of the Septuagint, is, of course, far superior to anything which has 
hitherto been offered the student both in quality and price. Tischendorf's, 
edition, up to this time the authority, like the American edition of Gesenius' 
Lexicon, is one which the author, if he were now living, would refuse to recog- 
nize as his own. 



ABRAHAM: HIS LIFE AND TIMES, t 



The fifteen chapters of the book take up the following subjects : 1) Abram's 
birth-place ; 2) first call ; 3) second call ; 4) the promised land ; 5) Egypt ; 6) sep- 
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aration ; 7) Chedorlaomer ; 8) the covenant ; 9) Hagar— circumcision ; 10) Sodom ; 
ll)Gerarand Beersheba; 12) temptation ; 13) Machpelah ; 14) Isaac's marriage; 
15) closing years — death. The writer has formally adopted no theory of the docu- 
ments of Genesis, his chief authority. He understands the narrative of that 
book to have been derived from different sources and to have been worked up 
by a compiler into a consistent and fairly complete biography, and this with the 
hints obtained from later Scripture gives us a finished picture of the patriarch. 
Partly because the biblical narrative itself is so full, and hence a biography 
of Abraham must consist largely of material already very familiar, partly 
because the outside sources, at this early period, are comparatively rare and 
unreliable and partly also because of the failure of the writer to build his work 
upon a scientific interpretation of the records given us in Genesis, this volume is 
not so valuable as some others of the series of which it is a part. 



SOLOMON: HIS LIFE AND TIMES.* 



This book is written by Canon Farrar, who is known as a prolific writer and 
profound biblical scholar. In it are all the characteristics which we would 
expect to find in a book written by its distinguished author. The influence 
which surrounded the childhood and youth of Solomon, — his accession to the 
throne, — the initial troubles of his reign,— his notable sacrifice and dream, — the 
splendor of his court, — the building of the temple — its plan and aspect, — the 
other buildings and cities which added to the glory of the kingdom, and the mar- 
velously extended commerce which laid under contribution the products and 
wealth of the surrounding nations, are pictured with an artist's skill, and we are 
made to see " Solomon in all his glory." 

The chapter on the decline of Solomon is the saddest and most instructive in the 
book. The depth of the decline is thus presented at the close of the chapter. ' ' He 
changed the true Israel into a feeble Simulacrum of Egypt,— a pale reflex of 
Phoenicia. He stands out to kings as a conspicuous warning against the way 
in which they should not walk. He found a people free, he left them enslaved ; 
he found them unburdened, he left them oppressed ; he found them simple, he 
left them luxurious ; he found them inclined to be faithful to one God, he left 
them indifferent to the abominations of heathendom which they saw practiced 
under the very shadow of his palace and his shrine ; he found them occupying a 
unique position as providential witnesses to one saving truth, he left them a 
nation like other nations, only weaker in power and exhausted in resources." 

The remainder of the book is mainly devoted to a careful consideration of 
the wisdom of Solomon and books attributed to him. He says, "If Solomon's 
authorship of the Song of Songs must be regarded as being in the highest degree 
dubious, it must now be looked upon as a certain result of advancing knowledge 
that he was not the author of Ecclesiastes." "In the Book of Proverbs, more 
probably by far than in the other books attributed to Solomon, we may possess 
some of his contributions to the thought of the world." 

This book should be in the library of every thoughtful and devout student of 
the Bible. 
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